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numbering about forty) were marched away from the camp 
where they had been detained pending court-martial, to prison. 
There were only four or five of our brethren among these, 
the remainder being moral objectors, and our brethren de­
scribe them as a splendid lot of fellows. Educated and pro­
fessional men along with honest, hard toilers, were thus 
thrown together, and on one point wholly sympathetic and 
determined. As they passed through the Camp they unitedly 
sang, “ Stand up, stand up for Jesus!”  It was almost dra­
matic,

“And e’en the ranks of Tuscany 
Could scarce forbear to cheer.”

In fact some of the regular soldiers did cheer them and 
numbers, we are told, confessed admiration. Many Studies 
have been gotten out, too, among warders, jailers, constables, 
officers and men, as a result of contact with these few “ voices 
in the wilderness.” To see the courage and fealty exhibited 
by these young brethren causes us a deal of heart-searching 
and magnifies intensely our own failures and constant slips. 
While they have opportunities for service thrust on them, 
we seem to have a barren existence and a diminished activity. 
We are praying that the Lord may show his hand and thus 
lead us more fully than ever into the light. We are ever 
with you in spirit.

Yours in the dear Lord, F. Guard, Sr.—London.
“ V. D. M .”  QUESTIONS FOUND PROFITABLE

My Dear Brother and P astor: —
Please find enclosed the “ V. D. M.” Questions and my. 

answers to the same. This is the most searching test that 
I have ever undergone; and I am truly thankful to you and 
our heavenly Father for the “ Refiner’s Fire and the Fuller’s 
Soap.” (Malachi 3:2) I doubt not that the heavenly Father 
directed your mind in the compilation of these questions; and 
the great desire of my heart is, that I have been able to in­
terpret correctly the thought of the questions.

These questions, dear Brother, have surely come at an 
opportune time; for many of the friends and even some of 
the pilgrims are becoming greatly confused upon some of the 
points. Notwithstanding all that j'ou have written eluci­
dating these subjects, many are unable to properly divide and

express your teaching on justification and its two features— 
consecration, sanctification (our part and God’s part). Also 
many are becoming confused upon the subject of the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, teaching that the church will not share 
this office with her Lord.

The little “ truth” newspapers, booklets, periodicals, etc., 
are in great measure responsible for the confusion now in 
the minds of the friends. The matters and things therein 
set forth are uncensored, and unhappily contain many errors.

I pray daily that I may never come under this influence, 
but that I may remain true in my “ first love,”  from the light 
of whose pages alone I am refined, and purified, and made 
white. My practice is to prove all your statements by the 
“Word,” as far as I am able to reason; and all the rest I 
trust to your better judgment, confident that it is wiser to 
rely upon that wisdom than my own or that of any other.

We are glad to acknowledge you (Luke 12:42), to honor 
you as our Pastor, and to follow you in your exposition of 
the truth, believing that he who appointed you makes no 
mistakes. In grateful Christian love,

Your brother in the truth, W. A. Jarbett.—Kans.
FOOD SUPPLY OUT SHORT

Dear Brother R ussell:—
Since calling your attention to crop conditions in this 

country, there has been a further shrinkage due to rust in the 
Northwest— and it is now estimated that we will harvest but 
wheat enough for Dome needs—no exportable surplus.

Present estimate of wheat, Winter and opring combined, 
is 725 million bushels, against 1,011 million bushels harvested 
last year; corn outlook, 2.700 million, as against 3,050 million 
last year; oats outlook, 1,200 million, as against 1,500 million 
last year. Rye and Barley shortage, brings grand total short­
age of over a billion bushels.

Yours in Christ, E. W. V. K.
INFANTILE PARALYSIS REMEDY

Mix Peruvian Bark (pulverized) with lard so as to make 
a stiff paste. Use this whilst massaging spinal column thor­
oughly. It is useful also for Asthma and for Spinal Menin­
gitis.

DOCTOR JONES’ CONVENTION TRAIN SCHEDULE
Doctor Jones informs us that he is proceeding with his 

convention train for the Pacific Coast Convention. He has 
not informed us how many cars he will have, but has sent 
us the schedule, which we place before our readers below. 
Convention points are marked thus (* ). All other places 
where the time is sufficient and the local class of Bible Stu­
dents so desire, meetings either public or semi-public will be 
held.

SEPT. 4TH— SEPT. 26TH, 1916
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KEEPING THE LORD’S COMMANDMENTS
The law given to Israel at Mount Sinai and summarized 

in the Ten Commandments was not given to any other nation 
or people. It is upon the Jew still, and is a bondage only 
because it was made a part of God’s contract with that nation. 
If they would keep that law perfectly they were to have cer­
tain special and exclusive blessings. If they failed to keep 
it. certain penalties were to result. But since that law was 
the measure of a perfect man’s ability, and isince no Israelite, 
any more than others of the world of mankind, was perfect, 
therefore none of them could keep that divine law. None 
of them could get the blessings which it promised. All of 
them did get more or less of the curse, or punishment, which 
failure to keep the law threatened. Thus Jesus said, “None 
of you keepeth the law” (John 7:19) ; and St. Paul wrote, 
“ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight.”—Romans 3:20.

Nevertheless, the endeavor to keep that law proved a 
great blessing to the people of Israel, and some of those an­
cient worthies who strove so faithfully and loyally, the 
Apostle assures us, will yet get a rich reward therefor. (He­
brews 11:38-40) Messiah, after setting up his spiritual king­
dom, will constitute these ancient worthies, princes and rulers

in all the earth—under and subject to himself and his elect 
church on the spirit plane.

Jesus, although a member of our race according to the 
flesh, has an unimpaired life, transferred from the spirit plane 
to his virgin mother’s womb. Thus he did not inherit either 
sin or its condemnation, but was born “holy, harmless, unde­
filed, separate from sinners.”  (Hebrews 7:26) Because of 
this perfection Jesus was able to do what no other member 
of the human family ever did or could do. He was able to 
keep the law fully and completely in its every detail. And 
he did more than keep the law. He sacrificed earthly rights 
and privileges which the law declared he had a right to. Thus 
Jesus has a merit— a right to earthly life aside from the life 
which he now has on the spirit plane, and which was a re­
ward from the Father for his obedience unto death, “ even the 
death of the cross.”—Philippians 2:8.

It is that earthly life which forms the basis for the New 
Covenant arrangement that God has promised to establish 
through the glorified Messiah. In due time he will appro­
priate the merit of his sacrifice—his right to human life—as 
the full satisfaction for Father Adam’s disobedience and his 
death penalty. Thus purchasing the race, by giving a corres-
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ponding price, the great Redeemer will take over his purchased 
possession—man and his earthly home— and for a thousand 
years will exercise his privilege of assisting all the members 
of Adam’s family who are willing to rise up out of sin, im­
perfection and death conditions to human perfection and ever­
lasting life. Those blessings could not come under the Law 
Covenant, because mankind could not keep the Law Covenant; 
but they will come to the willing and obedient under the 
gracious terms of the New Covenant, which promises mercy 
and forgiveness, and the taking away of the stony heart 
and the giving instead the heart of flesh and the renewing of 
a right spirit in all of those who will be rightly exercised 
by the corrections and glorious privileges of Messiah’s king­
dom.

CHRISTIANS HAVE THREE COMMANDMENTS
Christians—disciples or followers of Jesus— from amongst 

the Gentiles never were under the Mosaic Law given at Mount 
Sinai. They are received into God’s family as sons under a 
different covenant— the one which reads: “Gather my saints 
together unto me,” saith the Lord, “ those who have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice.” (Psalm 50:5) Jesus, after 
keeping fully all the conditions and requirements of the Law 
Covenant, under which he was born, was permitted to re­
spond to this covenant of Sacrifice. He was first, the Chief, 
the Head of the household of saints who entered into this 
covenant of sacrifice with God— agreeing to sacrifice his 
earthly life and all its rights in the doing of the Father’s will 
even unto death. It was his faithfulness in this that gained 
for him the better resurrection to glory, honor and immor­
tality—the divine nature.

During this Gospel age. some saintly ones have responded 
to the Lord’s invitation to walk in Jesus’ steps. Through 
the merit of his sacrifice, Jesus was privileged to be the 
Advocate with the Father on behalf of all this company called 
to be his bride class and joint-heirs. He has imputed his 
merit to their sacrifice, thus making it complete and accepta­
ble in the Father’s sight. Each one of the followers of 
Jesus, energized hv his spirit of devotion, not only makes the 
covenant, but fulfils it, with the assistance of his glorious Re­
deemer. Thus eventually they will come off through him 
“ more than conquerors.” and be joint-heirs in the kingdom.

To these the Apostle writes, “ Ye are not under the law, 
but under grace.” These are not under the Law Covenant, 
requiring of them absolute and perfect obedience to every item 
of the Jewish law. They are under grace, or divine favor, 
which does not require the fulfilment of the whole of the 
law by them— a requirement which they could not fulfil. In­
stead, as the Apostle tells us. “ the righteousness of the law 
fits real requirement, the sririt of its requirement] is fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
(Romans 8:4) Thus, although not under the Law Covenant, 
the will of God, which was the spirit of the Jewish law. is 
binding upon every Christian in proportion to his knowledge 
of it.

THE CHRISTIAN’ S FIRST AND SECOND COMMANDS
Speaking of the spirit of the law. applicable to angels, to 

the world of mankind and to Christians. Jesus declared it to 
be briefly comprehended in two commandments. The first of 
these is, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
mind, being and strength.” The second is, “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” Every Christian and every angel 
recognizes that law and feels a responsibility to it to the ex­
tent of his ability; but neither angels nor Christians are under 
the Law Covenant— that covenant was made only with the 
nation of Israel,

Every follower of Jesus should realize that if he has en­
listed under the banner of divine righteousness and truth 
he has pledged his very life in this service as a soldier of the 
cross. How then could he do less than his very best in loving 
and serving his heavenly Father with all his mind, being and 
strength? How could ho decline the divine requirement to 
love his neighbor as himself— to be kind, generous, not selfish? 
True, the new creature may find difficulty in devoting all of his 
mind and strength to the Lord and in dealing in perfect 
fairness with all his fellow-creatures. But this is the new 
creature’s desire and intention, and to accomplish which he 
must strive daily, and war a good warfare against the natural 
inherited weaknesses of his old nature— his flesh. In propor­
tion to his love for the Lord will be his zeal in this warfare; 
and proportionate also will he the reward that will be given 
him in the end by the heavenly Father.

But what an unseen warfare is being waged amongst the 
followers of the Lord wherever they are! The world sees 
not and knows not of this conflict; but it is very real, and the 
Lord takes note of the loyalty and faithfulness of these 
covenanters—these who have made a covenant with the Lord

by sacrifice— consecrating their little all of time, talent, in­
fluence, prospects. Having consecrated, they are to maintain 
this attitudo of consecration daily, hourly—presenting their 
bodies “ living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God, and their 
reasonable service.-—Rom. 12:1.

If weak or fallen according to the flesh, these are to re­
member that they are no longer fleshly or human beings, and 
that the weaknesses are not theirs; for they are now new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, to whom old things have passed 
away and all things have become new. They have new ambi­
tions, new ideals, and new relationship with God. They do 
not love sin, but love righteousness. They hate sin. They 
have enlisted to death to war a warfare against sin, especially 
in their own flesh. They have the satisfaction of knowing 
that while fellowmen might not see their battlings, might not 
know of the courageous effort they put forth in opposition to 
sin, yet the Lord looketh not at the outward man, but at the 
heart, and his judgment is not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit—the mind, the intention, the endeavor. 
Thus there are some great, valiant soldiers of the cross, whom 
the world knows not; but all of these will eventually be 
crowned and have a share with Jesus in his kingdom.

THE CHRISTIAN’ S THIRD COMMANDMENT
At first it would appear that these two commandments 

itemized by Jesus would include everything that could be re­
quired by justice; and so they do. Justice requires nothing 
more than what these two commands include. Why then 
did Jesus give another command—a third one—a new one, 
over and above anything that the divine law required? We 
reply that this third commandment is not applicable to any 
except those who become the disciples of Jesus; he voluntar­
ily put this regulation upon himself, and laid down his life 
saerificially— a thing which no law could justly demand. The 
Father did not require that Jesus should do this in the sense 
of commanding him to do it; but he did require it in the 
sense that he promised glory, honor, immortality, the divine 
nature and the Messianic kingdom to the saintly One who 
would enter the covenant of sacrifice.

Jesus, therefore, in entering this covenant of sacrifice, did 
more than what the law given to Israel required. Therefore, 
when pointing out to his disciples the conditions upon which 
he would be their Advocate, and the conditions upon which he 
would guarantee to them a share with himself in the heavenly 
things, he specified the importance of this third commandment. 
“A new commandment I give unto you—that ye love one an­
other as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) St. Paul points 
out that Christ loved us to the extent of dying for us, and 
that all of the true followers of Jesus, possessed of his spirit, 
should likewise count it a joy to be permitted to lay down 
their lives in the service of the brethren. “ We ought to lnv 
down our lives for the brethren.”

Gradually the eyes of our understanding have been open­
ing wider and wider to see the lengths and breadths and 
heights and depths of the love of God; and as a result we 
have been striving more and more to love, and to serve our 
God with all our heart, mind, being, strength. More and 
more, also, we have learned to appreciate the necessity for 
dealing justly and kindly with the members of our families, 
with our neighbors, with all mankind— loving our neighbors 
as ourselves. We may have congratulated ourselves on the 
progress we have been making, and surely we all need some 
encouragements while battling with the old nature!

THE SOURCE OF OUR SEVEREST TRIALS
But nowr, behold the new commandment, requiring a still 

greater devotion to the will of our Father and to the leader­
ship of our Savior! The rule of righteousness is to be ob­
served toward our heavenly Father and toward all our neigh­
bors; but toward the brethren of the household of faith we 
are to do more than the right— we are to suffer, we are to 
sacrifice on their behalf, in their interests. “ We ought also 
to lay down our lives for the brethren.” Oh, what a search­
ing proposition this covenant of sacrifice is! How strange 
that it should be on behalf of the brethren that we should be 
expected to sacrifice, to lay down our lives!

At first some one might say, “ To sacrifice will be a very 
easy matter when it is done in the interests of the brethren, 
more so than if done for the world.” However, experience 
shows that many of God’s dear people, striving to keep the 
first two commandments, find it more easy to sacrifice time, 
influence and strength in the service of the world than in the 
service of the brethren. Somehow we are inclined to expect 
more from the brethren than from others, and inclined to 
make less allowance for weaknesses in the brethren than in 
others. There seems to be no condition in which God’s people 
are more tried as respects their spiritual graces than by one
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another, with one another. It is not merely theory; it proves 
itself out.

All over the world there are class troubles. Truly we read, 
“ the Lord will judge his people,” and again, “ the Lord your 
Cod proveth you” ! Testings and siftings are coming on and 
many of the dear saints of the Lord who have made a cove­
nant of sacrifice with him do not seem to realize that these 
class troubles amongst the brethren are means which the 
Lord permits to test and to demonstrate tire characters of his 
people— their love for him, his Word, his will, their justice 
to all men, doing unto others as they would that they should 
do to them, and, finally, their spirit of self-sacrifice in respect 
to what they will do for or bear from the brethren in laying 
down their lives for them.

EXHORTATIONS TO BROTHERLY LOVE
We fear greatly that some of the Lord’s saints, failing 

to appreciate the situation, are failing to be overcomers in 
these matters; and that their place in the royal priesthood 
may thus be endangered. We are not rebuking any; we are 
not finding fault with any. But we encourage all to remem­
ber the covenant of sacrifice into which we have entered as 
represented in the third commandment— that we love one an­
other as the Master loved us—even to the extent of dying 
for us.

If this matter could be rightly appreciated, if more lov­
ing sympathy could be felt one for the other, we would not 
be inclined to impute evil motives to each other’s words and 
conduct. Rather we would be glad to assume that they were 
sincere, whether we could agree fully with all their doings 
and proposals or not. And being full of love for the brethren, 
our refusal to join with them in what we consider unwise 
or unscriptural arrangements would be presented in such 
kind and considerate, sympathetic and gentle terms as would 
be helpful to them.

Therefore, let us each strive to judge himself, and not 
to condemn one another. Let us each scrutinize our motives 
in respect to every action, every word of life, and especially 
in all our dealings with the brethren. Let us each assume 
that the others of the class are as loving and as loyal to the

Lord aa ourself. Let us each remember that it is a privilege 
to sacrifice our own preferences and conveniences in favor 
of the preferences and conveniences of others of the brethren, 
wherever positive principles would not thereby be infringed; 
and we may even sacrifice positive principles of justice as re­
spects our own interests, if thereby the peace, fellowship and 
prosperity of the brethren will be conserved.

And even if, despite our every endeavor to the contrary, it 
should finally seem necessary for a class to divide, neverthe­
less love for the brethren ought to be the blessed tie that 
binds, no matter how much the conveniences of the class or 
other reasons might make it necessary for us to subdivide. 
“Love as brethren” ought to love. “ Be kind, considerate, gen­
tle, one toward another, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” —Ephesians 4:32.

“ HEREBY WE MAY KNOW”

It seems remarkable that the Apostle, in pointing out one 
of the surest signs by which the Lord’s people may know 
positively that they have been begotten of the holy Spirit, 
says: “Hereby we know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren.” (1 John 3:14) How 
strange that love of the brethren should be the crucial test, 
as we have already pointed out in the S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  S c r i p ­
t u r e s — and as we may seriously fear will be more and more 
manifest as we come down toward the consummation of our 
hope!

As the Apostle has said, “ My little children, let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”  (1 
John 3:18) This is a personal matter. Each one of us is 
under this testing. If not yet, sooner or later, undoubtedly, 
this willingness to sacrifice in the interests of the brethren 
will prove each one of us either loyal, faithful to our cove­
nant, or contrariwise—unfaithful. Let us make this matter 
of love for the brethren and laying down of our lives for the 
brethren a matter of personal study and of practical applica­
tion to our own hearts, minds, thoughts, words, actions. And 
let us pray for one another, as well as exhort one another 
along these lines, striving to be filled with our Master’s spirit.

“TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES”
“Remember Lot’s wife.”—Luke 17:32.

In connection with our dear Master’s prophetic warnings 
respecting the trials and testings of the present day, he uttered 
the words of our text. The significance of these words should 
be comprehended by all who are walking in the light of 
“present truth.”  The lesson is that those who, under the spe­
cial guidance of the Lord, are now fleeing for safety to the 
Mountain of the Lord’s kingdom, will be held to a much 
stricter account than are others. Lot’s wife was not accused 
of having shared in the evil practices of the people of Sodom, 
but she had been instructed by the angel of the Lord to leave 
Sodom at once, as it was doomed.

Her fault was that of looking back to that which she had 
been commanded to leave, and which she had left. She was 
told to flee from the condemned city, and not to look back 
as she fled, but to hasten on to the mountain of safety. We 
may reasonably suppose that her turning and looking back 
toward Sodom implied a heart not fully in harmony with 
her deliverance, but in some degree sympathetic with what 
she was leaving. She at heart clung to the accursed things 
condemned to destruction and was loath to give them up. 
Therefore the Lord brought her no further. She became a 
monument of the folly of sympathizing with evil, and with 
evil-doers, after God lias given them up.

We believe there are some now who need to have their 
attention called to the antitype of this typical incident re­
ferred to by our Lord. Quite a number are disposed to sympa­
thize and fraternize with those who have come under divine 
condemnation. We are told by St. Jude that the destruction 
of Sodom was “ set forth as an example,” or type. Those who 
assume to be more gracious and long-sutTering than the Lord, 
make, of themselves opponents, who instead of being students 
of the principles of righteousness, attempt to be judges and 
teachers of Jehovah. The proper attitude of heart accepts 
God’s decision as not only wiser but more just than our own. 
Consequently, when we see any who have enjoyed the light of 
present truth abandoned by the Lord and led into outer dark­
ness, we are to conclude that before being thus abandoned 
there must have been in them “ an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God.” “ He is faithful who hath 
promised” that “ if any man will do his fthe Father’s! will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.” (John 
7:17) Whoever, therefore, loses the doctrines of Christ after 
once having had them, has surely done more than get his head

confused. His heart must have been separated from the Lord 
previously; for so long as we abide in him. it will not be pos­
sible for any of the snares of this “ evil day,” this “ hour of 
temptation,”  to entrap us; none shall pluck us out of the 
Father’s hand; he is fully able to take care of us.

FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
At the very foundation of all Christian doctrine lies the 

doctrine of the ransom, the Scriptural teaching that “ we are 
bought with a price,”  a corresponding price for Adam’s sin. 
Any teaching, therefore, which either openly denies or quietly 
ignores this foundation doctrine, “ the ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time,” must be a doctrine at variance with 
God’s revelation. Whether it be old or new, whether it be 
advocated by friends or foes, by the learned or by the un­
learned. in the name of Evolution or in some other name, our 
attitude toward it should be prompt and decided opposition. 1 f 
others waver, we who have learned that the ransom is the 
test by which all doctrines are to be proved, need not waver, 
and should not.

If our friends get into the quicksands of no-ransom errors, 
whose name is now legion, and the numbers entrapped grow­
ing continually, we should lend them a helping hand wherever 
possible, “pulling them out of the fire,” by reminding them of 
the Rock Christ Jesus, whereon our feet are firmly established, 
and bv throwing to them the rope of divine promises, through­
out which is woven the scarlet thread of the ransom of Christ, 
and exhort them to come back to the Rock and not attempt to 
find another rock at the bottom of the quicksands. And we 
must use great plainness of speech in showing them their 
danger and in pointing out the way of escape.

But we must not accept their invitation to join with 
them in exploring what men can say or write which would 
tend to make the Word of God of none effect, which would 
claim that God has all along been the sinner and man the 
dupe; or that the hope of mankind is in their own evolution, 
and not in the ransom and restitution of the Scriptures; or 
that there is no sin and no death, really, and that man there­
fore needs no Redeemer, but can be his own savior. If after 
kind and faithful remonstrance on your part they still per­
sist in exploring and delving into and feeding upon such evi­
dent contradictions of God’s Word, let them go. Remember 
that there must be something wrong at their hearts, if they
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have ever been God’s children at all, else they would have 
no pleasure in the unfruitful works of darkness, hut would re­
prove them, and their delight would be in God’s great plan 
of the ages.

SENT INTO OUTER DARKNESS
Let us remember, too, that God has promised to keep and 

guide the minds of those whose hearts are loyal and true to 
him. We should therefore conclude that if the Lord is thrust­
ing any one out of the light as unworthy of it, into the outer 
darkness of the world, if he is permitting unfaithful ones to 
be seduced by the great enemy, it is not our mission to fol­
low them into the outer darkness by reading, conversation, 
etc. We are to remain with the Lord and those who are 
walking in the light, and to seek others to take the places 
and crowns of those who now deny or ignore the precious 
blood of the covenant wherewith they were once sanctified.

Neither are we to waste sympathy upon those who de­
part. If we can neither persuade them nor pull them out of 
the fire, we must let them go, and should turn at once and 
render aid to others more worthy. When the Lord has put 
any out of the light (Matthew 22:13), we cannot hope to 
bring them back. Had it been proper for them to remain 
in the light, if they had been worthy of it, he would not have 
permitted them to be put out of it.

NO FELLOWSHIP WITH “ UNFRUITFUL WORKS”
We do not here refer to slight differences of understand­

ing, which should be patiently dealt with and explained or 
overlooked, as all children in the school of Christ have not 
attained to the same “ step,” or degree of knowledge; but we 
do refer to those radical differences, all of which may be 
quickly proved by the test of the ransom doctrine. If they 
agree not with thin, “ it is because there is no light in them.” 
And such are no longer to he to us brothers or sisters in 
Christ, but should be considered and treated as of the world— 
“as a heathen man or a publican.”  These are not to be num­
bered among our friends; for the friendship of such is enmity 
against God. We are not to receive or entertain such at our 
houses, nor bid them or their work God-speed in any man­
ner. (2 John 8-11) Rome who have neglected the plain 
statement of God’s Word on this subject have suffered spirit­
ually for their disobedience.

Let us more and more be of one mind with the Lord. His 
friends must be our friends; his enemies our enemies. If we 
affiliate with the Lord’s enemies, we shall at least get into 
hike-warm condition towards him and his friends; and the 
luke-warm, God declares he will spew out of his mouth. We 
should cultivate warmth of heart toward all who trust in 
the precious blood and arc consecrated to our Redeemer as 
their Lord and Head. There must be no lukewarmness there. 
Whatever their peculiarities according to the flesh, we cannot 
be other than brethren to ihem in spirit, with all the helpful­
ness and sympathy which brotherhood in Christ implies. But 
we must not. cannot, have any fellowship with the ungodly, 
the sinners against light and truth, and scorners of the grace 
of God. And although if they were destitute we would feed 
them, yet so long as they are the opponents and adversaries 
of the Lord’s cause and his truth, they are our adversaries 
and we theirs. The Lord loves positiveness with harmlessness, 
and of us it should be true as it is prophetically written 
of our Lord and the true members of his body in Psalm 
139:10-24.

This injunction of our Lord, to “ remember Lot’s wife,” 
also applies particularly to the Lord’s people who have heard 
his call of the present time to “come out” of Babylon, and 
have left this condemned “city.” Whoever, therefore, is be­
ing led of the Lord’s angels (messengers) to a place of safety 
ere the foretold destruction overtakes the present order, as 
were Lot and his family before the destruction of Sodom, let 
him not look hack or otherwise manifest sympathy with that 
which is condemned of the Lord to overthrow and destruc­
tion.

HEART LOYALTY AND OUTWARD LOYALTY IN NEXT AGE
In the next age, when the world shall have been brought 

to a knowledge of the truth, the opportunity will be granted 
them to show forth what is the real attitude of their hearts 
toward God. Some after coming to see the goodness and 
loving kindness of the Lord, will still prefer sin; and God’s 
sentence upon them will again be the sentence of death— 
second death. A certain period will be granted them to learn 
of the great goodness of the Lord and of their opportunity 
of gaining eternal life. If they do not then manifest an in­
terest in their own salvation and an appreciation of God’s 
goodness in Christ, and a desire to be helped out of sin and 
degradation, they will receive the final wages of sin, utter and 
eternal destruction in the second death.

There will apparently be some in that time who will seem
VII—9

to desire assistance up to a better life, a righteous life, who 
will yield obedience in perhaps only an outward way to the 
laws of the kingdom. These, we understand, will be permitted 
to live on and be gradually brought up to a condition of physi­
cal and mental perfection; they may live through to the full 
end of the thousand years of Christ’s reign. At the end of 
that time they, with all others then living, will be turned over 
by Christ to the Father for a final crucial testing. If these 
then prove that their wills have not been wholly given up to 
God, that they do not yet appreciate the costly provision made 
for their salvation, and the value of righteousness, they will 
be destroyed as unworthy of divine approval and unworthy 
of everlasting life. If the demonstration which will then 
have been given them of the wisdom, the justice and the 
love of God will not have changed their hearts to entire devo­
tion to him and to his glorious and righteous will, any fur­
ther opportunity would be utterly useless. They will be cut 
off from earth as cumberers of the g-ound, that only the right­
eous, the holy, may live throughout the ages of eternity.

Of the world God will require a full consecration to do his 
will. It must include their entire selves, their wills, their 
bodies—their whole-hearted allegiance. It will not be a con­
secration unto sacrifice, unto death, as is now the case with 
the church; but they must become wholly devoted to God and 
must realize and recognize that they belong to God, that they 
have been bought, purchased back from death, and may, if 
obedient, live forever. We all see how reasonable is this re­
quirement. Adam, who was created in God’s likeness, should 
have said, “ I belong to God. He gave me my life and all I 
have.” But he had not fully learned to trust the wisdom and 
love of his Maker. He had a perfect brain, a perfect organ­
ism; but he lacked full knowledge of the character of the 
Lord and of the justice of all his requirements. Ilis incom­
plete knowledge, therefore, rendered him to some extent ex­
cusable in God’s sight. If he had taken the stand of opposition 
to the Lord with clear knowledge and experience, apparently 
he would not have been accounted worthy of redemption. The 
whole world will, then, when they reach perfection, realize 
that they owe everything to God, and, if loyal at heart, will 
wish to render all to him in glad service—to the praise of his 
name.

While it would have been eminently proper for the world, 
as with Adam, to render perfect obedience to God, even if 
man had never sinned and been redeemed, the fact that 
they have sinned, and yet have been redeemed through God’s 
abounding love and mercy, and will be given another opportun­
ity, a full individual opportunity, to gain life eternal, fur­
nishes a double reason why they should devote themselves fully 
to God and his service forevermore. Those who are bought 
with blood— the precious blood of the Son of God, through 
whom they were created-—who were redeemed at such a Sacri­
fice should rejoice to bind themselves to all eternity to the 
God who so loved them, and sh >u_ count it their most pre­
cious privilege to render homage and worship and praise 
forever to such a Creator and such a Redeemer.

“ NOT MY OWN, BUT SAVED BY JESUS”
The church of Christ realize, as none others can. the 

mighty significance of the words, “ Ye are bought with a 
price, and ye are not your own.” Our decision has been made 
that we will indeed be the glad bond-servants of him who 
thus loved and bought us. We have no rights left. Our all 
is on the altar of sacrifice with our Lord; and God has rati­
fied our decision. We are now under the moM binding obliga­
tions. Unless our lives are laid down in harmony with our 
contract we can never have eternal life on any plane.

Of these who have assumed this obligation there are two 
classes. There is one class who will do all they have coven­
anted to do. These will “ receive the full reward.” (2 John 
8) Then there is the other class who, having made the same 
covenant, fail to fulfil their contract. But just as the en­
dorser of a note is responsible, so the Lord Jesus will see to 
it that these finish the sacrifice which they have covenanted to 
make. Their lives must be yielded up. If they rebel against 
the enforced destruction of their flesh, they will be sinning 
wilfully, and will die the second death, from which there will 
be no recovery.

All the covenanters have agreed to glorify God in their 
bodies, to lay them down faithfully in his service. Anything 
less could not be acceptable; and we should not think of ren­
dering anything less. Let us, then, proceed with the work 
of sacrificing these earthly bodies, which are the Lord’s— not 
that we should use them up in a suicidal way. without regard 
to the strain upon the flesh, but in a reasonable, sane manner 
let us daily, hourly, glorify God in our bodies, continuing 
our sacrifice even unto the end. whether that end be a few 
weeks off or a few months or a few years.
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THE HARVEST IS NOT ENDED
Some of us were quite strongly convinced that the har- 

.est would be ended by now, but our expectations must not 
be allowed to weigh anything against tbe facts. The fact is 
that the harvest work is going grandly on; it is not ended 
by any means. As far as our present judgment goes, it would 
appear that there is a considerable harvest work yet to be 
done. This is not discouraging, but encouraging to us. We 
are glad to know of the grace of God reaching other 
heads and hearts and blessing them as ours have been 
blessed. We are glad to know that others are daily 
coming into blessed relationship with the Lord under the 
covenant of sacrifice, and are giving evidence of having been 
begotten of the holy Spirit. We are glad to note their zeal, 
and rejoice with them that they, as well as we, can share in 
this glorious opportunity of making our calling and election 
sure by the character development which we are daily learn­
ing to appreciate as tbe prime essential of the “ more than 
conquerors.” All those must be copies of God’s dear Son, our 
Lord Jesus. We would have been glad to have entered upon 
our work beyond tbe veil; but we are better pleased to 
continue our labors on this side the veil, because such is the 
Lord’s will for us.

At first we were inclined to surmise that the harvest 
proper had closed in October, 1914, and that the work since 
going on was a gleaning work; but the facts seem not to 
bear this out. Tbe progress of tbe work and the numbers who 
are being brought to a knowledge of the truth and separated 
to the Lord are far too great to be styled a gleaning. Evi­
dently it is a part of the regular harvest. Besides, we are be­
ing more and more impressed with the closing features of the 
Elijah and the Elisha type. More and more we are impressed 
that Elijah’s smiting of the river Jordan, the waters thereof 
being thus divided, pictures a mighty work yet to be accom­
plished, and apparently in the very near future. What will 
be the antitype of the folding up of Elijah’s mantle, sym­
bolizing his power, and how long it may require to thus 
concentrate the forces for the smiting, we do not know. We 
must wait, watch, and do our parts. Then how long it will 
require to accomplish the smiting of the waters is also an 
uncertainty; and how quickly the people will be divided by 
the truth is also an uncertainty.

But admitting that even so great a work could be accom­
plished under the Lord’s blessing and direction in a very short 
time, we could still not expect the results in less than about 
three years. We are not fixing the time, however, for we 
know of no time feature applicable before us— even as Elijah 
and Elisha were not sent to any definite place after reaching 
Jordan. We are merely giving our surmise—that a great work 
is before us, and that we cannot see how it could be accom­
plished in much less than three years.

It will be after the smiting of Jordan— after the division 
of the people by the message of the truth and the mantle 
of Elijah’s power—that the separation of the church into 
two classes will take place. Thereafter, the Elijah class, the 
Little Flock class, will be clearly manifested, separate and dis­
tinct from tbe Great Company class. The division, be it re­
membered, will be caused by the fiery chariot— some very se­
vere, trying ordeal, which the elect class will promptly accept 
and enter into; the Elisha class holding back from the perse­
cution, but not drawing back to sin or to a repudiation of the 
Lord. Tt will be but a little later on that the whirlwind 
(probably anarchy) will bring about the “ change” of the 

Elijah class.
GENTILE TIMES EVIDENTLY ENDED

It still seems clear to us that the prophetic period known 
as the Times of the Gentiles ended chronologically in October, 
1914. The fact that the great day of wrath upon the nation 
began there marks a good fulfilment of our expectations. The 
Gentile nations were guaranteed a certain amount of posses­
sion and control for a certain period of time. That time 
having expired, dispossession proceedings are now in process. 
The winds of strife, winds of war, are let loose with great 
damage to the whole world, weakening the kingdoms of Eu­
rope in respect to their best blood and their financial strength.

How long the war may last, who can say? All the belliger­
ent nations are proud and self-confident. The humbling, which 
the Bible mentions, has not yet been accomplished. It is possi­
ble that the war may continue for quite a while yet, before 
the nations shall have been weakened and humbled sufficiently 
to desire peace. Then will come other troubles. Revolutions 
will threaten; the governments will associate themselves still 
more firmly with the nominal church systems, both seeking 
protection and strength. Next we may expect the great col­
lapse of spiritual Babylon, leading on to the great revolution- 
earthquake of Revelation, “ So mighty an earthquake as was 
not since men were upon the earth.” (Revelation 16:18)
(2 6 3 -2 6 4 1

This in turn, will lead on, according to our understanding of 
the Bible, to the terrible anarchy, in w'hich all present institu­
tions will succumb before the fire of human passion, prejudice, 
etc. Then, at the auspicious moment, the Gentile dominions 
having passed away, Messiah’s kingdom will manifest itself for 
the blessing of the whole world, and will prove to be “ the 
desire of all peoples.”—Haggai 2:7.

We see no reason for doubting, therefore, that tbe Times 
of the Gentiles ended in October, 1914; and that a few more 
years will witness their utter collapse and the full establish­
ment of God’s kingdom in the hands of Messiah. But by that 
time, the Elijah class will have passed beyond the Veil; for 
“ when he [Jesus] shall appear in his glory, we [the church 1 
also will appear with him.”

OUR MISTAKE RESPECTING THE HARVEST 
Our readers will remember that the basis of our expecta­

tions respecting the harvest time was the parallelism between 
the closing of the Jewish age and the closing of this Gospel 
age. We found the beginning of the harvest time clearly 
marked by the 1335 days of prophecy, and by the fulfilment 
amongst God’s people of the declaration: “ Oh, the blessedness 
of him that waiteth and cometh to the end of the 1335 days!” 
(Daniel 12:12) Surely great blessedness, great enlightenment 

of the eyes of understanding, great appreciation of our God and 
his glorious purposes came to the Lord’s people at that time ii> 
full agreement with that prophecy! Ever since then a new song 
has been in the mouths of the Lord’s people, as they have 
learned of hi3 goodness through the divine plan of the ages. 
We see no reason to question the date, October, 1874, as the 
beginning of the harvest time and the parallel to the time 
when Jesus began his ministry in the harvest time of the 
Jewish age.

Our mistake was along the very line that we pointed out. 
Time and again, we reminded our readers that the parallelism 
between the Jewish age and the Gospel age could not include 
anything belonging to the new dispensation. The parallels 
affected merely the nominal Jewish house there and the 
nominal Christian house here. Both were rejected because of 
failure to be in the right condition of heart for the truths that 
were due to them—both rejected for destruction. The Jewish 
system was a church-state affair, paralleled here by the great 
church-state systems of Europe, whose destruction began in 
1914.

Let us remember, however, that the three and a half years 
of Jesus’ ministry were more a time of preparation of the 
apostles to be the instruments for the harvesting and a sharp­
ening preparation of the sickle of truth for the later work, 
winch began at Pentecost. There was no “garner” into which 
to gather the wheat prior to Pentecost.

JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN PARALLELS
JE W ISH -N O M IN A L  CHUKC1I CH RISTIAN -N O M IN A L CHURCH

A. D. 29—33 A. D. 1874— 1878
“They knew not the time of their visitation”
A. D. 33—36 A. D. 1878— 1881

The Most Holy Anointed, divine favor prolonged for 
three and a half years to complete the 70 weeks of favor 
promised to Israel, their rejection being deferred.

A. D. 36—73 A. D. 1881— 1918
Because of the overspreading of abominations, he 

shall make it desolate, even until the consummation or 
utter destruction—until all that God has predetermined 
shall be accomplished.— Daniel 9:24-27.

No parallels a= between the Pentecostal church and the 
true church now are to be looked for. But the resurrection 
of Jesus before the church harvesting began may well be con­
sidered to have its parallel here in the resurrection of the 
sleeping members of the church— 1878 A. D.

We should not have looked for parallelisms between the 
starting of the Gospel church and its experiences, and the 
starting in this harvest time of the heavenly church and its 
experiences. These are no part to the parallel. The parallel 
belongs to the nominal Jewish system, which went to destruc­
tion, and to the nominal Gospel church, which is now going 
to destruction.

We imagined that the harvest work of gathering the church 
would be accomplished before the end of the Gentile Times; 
but nothing in the Bible so said. Our thought was purely an 
inference, and now we see that it was an unjustified one. This 
harvest work belongs to the new dispensation and cannot be 
identified with the old. Anyway, the harvesting of the Jewish 
age, gathering “ Israelites indeed” into the Gospel church, did
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not close with A. D. 70, but progressed in various parts of the 
world thereafter. Quite a good many Jews, doubtless, profit­
ing by their terrible experience, were all the better prepared 
to be gathered into the Gospel Garner after the destruction 
of their national polity. Similarly, we may expect that quite 
a good many will yet be gathered to the heavenly Garner, and 
we know of no time-limit here.

Incidentally we remark that some historians put the end 
of the Jewish Time of Trouble as April A. D. 73, which would 
correspond to April 1918.

Are we regretful that the harvest work continues? Nay, 
verily; we rejoice and have the pleasure each day of showing 
forth the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness 
into his most marvelous light; and we delight in seeing how 
others are being benefited and made to rejoice. Are we 
regretful of the experiences we have had in coming to this 
present point? Do we feel like repining that the Lord did 
not force upon us more careful attention to the parallelism? 
Nay, verily; the Lord’s leadings have been good. Perhaps, 
indeed, we got benefit from the thought that the harvest work 
would soon be ended. Perhaps it led us to deeper consecra­
tion and greater activity in the service of the Lord, in our­
selves and for others. We therefore have nothing to regret.

“ Who led us first, will lead us still,
Calmly we sink into His will.”

THE BURNING OF THE TABES
In the parable of “ the Wheat and the Tares,” the Master 

puts very prominently the gathering of the tares and the bind­
ing of them in bundles for burning. We assumed that this 
burning would not take place until all the wheat had been 
gathered into the heavenly Garner; but apparently this was

an incorrect thought. The garnering of the wheat continues; 
but apparently the consuming of the tares will correspond 
very closely with the division of Jordan. The tares are a 
class of (often) noble people who have risen up out of the 
world infused with hopes and aims of a benevolent character, 
but misled into thinking that they are the church. From the 
tare viewpoint, the wheat are an abnormal growth, a peculiar 
people, few in number, and not held in high esteem. The 
smiting of the waters will reveal the truth in respect to what 
is the real church of Christ, and what are imitations; and the 
honest-minded tare class will be undeceived, and cease to longer 
pretend that they are the church of Christ— thus they will 
be burned or cease to be as tares, continuing however as noble- 
minded worldly people and will have a share in the general 
blessings of the “ sweet by and by” under the kingdom, for 
which we still pray.

Our present attitude, dear brethren, should be one of great 
gratitude toward God, increasing appreciation of the beautiful 
truth which he has granted us the privilege of seeing and 
being identified with, and increasing zeal in helping to bring 
that truth to the knowledge of others. In the meantime, our 
eyes of understanding should discern clearly the Battle of the 
Great Day of God Almighty now in progress; and our faith, 
guiding our eyes of understanding through the Word, should 
enable us to see the glorious outcome—Messiah's kingdom. 
Furthermore, we can be fully content not to know how long 
the harvest work will last—content that the great Captain, 
who by divine appointment has the entire matter in charge, 
is too wise to err, and has promised us that all of our ex­
periences shall work together for our good if we love him and 
are of “ the called ones according to his purpose,” seeking to 
make our calling and election sure.

GREATER SUFFERINGS— GREATER REWARD
September 24.—2 Corin th ian s  4:16-18.

FA IN T NOT IN  TRIBULATION— THE NATU RAL M A N  PERISHES— TH E NEW  CREATURE GROWS— W H A T  ARE LIGH T A FF L IC T IO N S?— W H A T  
IS  TH EIR DURATION?— W H A T  IS  THEIR OBJECT?— H OW  S H A L L  W E  A T T A IN  TH IS OBJECT?

“ The things which are not seen are e te rn a l—Verse 18.
What great Christian courage St. Paul’s words and deeds 

manifest! He that endured so many hardships, a veritable 
thrashing-machine experience, nevertheless writes: “We faint
not; for though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day.”  Ah, that was the secret of the mat­
ter— the renewing of the inward man, the new creature! The 
tribulations of the outward man would have been terrible 
experiences indeed had there been no inward man to take a 
different view of matters and to learn valuable lessons and 
experiences from the outward man’s tribulations. The inward 
man had God’s assurance that if God were for him the oppo­
sition of all others would be as nothing. He had the assur­
ance that God would overrule all of his experiences for his 
highest welfare. He had the assurance of the Lord, too, that 
the glories of the future would be proportionate to the trials 
faithfully endured.

FELLOWSHIP IN CHRIST’ S SUFFEBINGS
Ah, here we have the secret of the Apostle’s great zeal for 

God, for the church, for the truth. He endured as seeing him 
who is invisible to natural eyes. (Hebrews 11:27) St. Paul 
lived a double life, in the sense that to man he was Saul of 
Tarsus, but in reality he was Paul, the servant of God, the 
new cieature in Christ Jesus. The world knew him not; but 
he knew himself, knew his God; and he was energized by the 
power divine and by the message of God’s Word, which spoke 
to him peace and relationship to God through Christ, and also 
informed him of the glory, honor and immortality awaiting 
all the faithful ones at the end of the way.

And this secret of the Apostle’s own experience is an open 
one to all of God’s family of spirit-begotten children who 
faithfully are continuing to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
and to be taught of him through the Word. We do not have 
so large a manifestation of divine favor as had Jesus, the 
Head of the church, and the apostles, the foremost members 
of the church; but still we have in a general way the same 
favors of God, the same promises of God, the same inspiring 
hopes which they had. Let us not forget the Apostle’s en­
durance when we read his words: “ Our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.”— 2 Corinthians 4:17.

The Apostle gives the same thought when, writing about 
the resurrection, he declares how it will be with the church 
in the resurrection. All the faithful will be glorified, honored, 
blessed, perfected—not blessed in the same degree, however; 
but, “As star differeth from star in glory, so also it will be 
in the resurrection of the dead.”  (1 Corinthians 15:41, 42)

The same lesson is given us in Daniel’s prophecy, where the 
resurrection is referred to and the resurrected ones are illus­
trated by the stars, whose beauty and brilliancy vary.— 
Daniel 12:1-3.

The Apostle’s argument was that if the sufferings of 
Christ, in the divine arrangement, are to measure the coming 
glories of Christ, then he desired to be a participator with 
the Lord in the present sufferings in order that he might 
also be a participator with him in the coming glories. In­
stead, therefore, of saying to himself or to others: “ I am
doing more than my share of the Gospel work; and some 
others of you should come and help me, and give me a rest,” 
St. Paul took the other view. He declared himself willing 
and anxious to fill up as much as possible that which was 
behind of the afflictions of Christ. (Colossians 1:24) He 
counted it all joy to have tribulation, knowing that tribula­
tion would work out the fruits of the holy Spirit in his 
character, and thus prepare him for the kingdom. (Romans 
5:3-5) Incidentally, we remember the assurance of the Bible— 
that only if we suffer with Christ shall we reitrn with him, 
and that only those who become dead with him shall live with 
him.

THE SECRET OF HIS FAITHFULNESS
Many find it easy to make a start in the Christian way 

when everything is favorable. Some run briskly for a while, 
and then grow weary in well-doing. But the Apostle seemed 
never to weary. He was always on the alert, in season and 
out of season, so far as his own convenience was concerned. 
He was ready to preach the Gospel anywhere, everywhere, to 
all who had the hearing ear. The secret of his perseverance 
is given us in Verse 18, in the words: “ We look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.”

What do these words mean ? They mean that St. Paul had 
spiritual eyesight. He indeed saw earthly attractions, but 
they lost their drawing power upon him because of his spirit­
ual sight—his perception of the things unseen. With the eye 
of faith he saw the heavenly Father, the glorified Lord Jesus, 
the heavenly hosts, the coming kingdom of glory, honor and 
immortality. By faith he saw the great Millennial kingdom 
spreading out before him, and heard the divine invitation to 
become an heir in that kingdom, to be joined in heirship with 
the Master and Redeemer. He had accepted his invitation. 
He had enlisted under the banner of the Master; and he 
realized that everything else in the world was of practically 
no value in comparison with these eternal things which God 
had promised. His confidence was in the Word of God.

[5951]



(266-267) T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R B ro o klyn , N. Y.

So it is with the Lord’s people today. We may see the 
advantages of politics, social standing, wealth, business, etc., 
etc. But all these earthly aims and ambitions are of com­
paratively little value to us because we have seen, with the 
new eyesight of the new creature, the heavenly tilings. Our 
ears have heard God’s message. We have been able to discern 
the things of the spirit— the things which God hath in reserva­
tion for them that love him, the things uhich eye hath not 
seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of the 
natural man. (1 Corinthians 2:9) We realize more and more 
that all the things of the present evil world are temporal in

character; that they are to pass away with the new dispensa­
tion which is just at the door; and that earthly honors and 
powers are all of less value every minute.

On the contrary, we see that the things which God offers 
us are eternal things. Is it any wonder that the Bible sets 
forth the importance of doctrine? Whoever is well indoc­
trinated from the real Bible viewpoint is strong in the Lord. 
Whoever is without this knowledge of the kingdom and with­
out this spiritual sight and hearing will necessarily be weak, 
and will lack the evidence of being a new creature in Christ 
Jesus.—2 Cor. 5:17.

A PLOT THAT FAILED
O c t o b e r  1.— A c t s  23:14-24.

THE W EALTH  OF M A N  OVERRULED---- ST. PAUL BEFORE TH E SAN H EDRIN---- THE HIGH  PRIEST REBUKED-----ST. PAUL AS A GENERAL-----THE
SANHEDRIN DIVIDED IN  OPINION— DISSFNTION AMONGST THE MEMBERS---- THE APOSTLE TAKEN BACK TO TH E CASTLE—
ENCOURAGED BY A VISION---- THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST H IM ---- INFORM ATION CONCERNING THE PLOT GIVEN TO COLONEL
L Y SIA S---- ST. PAU L SENT TO CAESAREA FOR SAFE-KEEPING.

“ They shall fight against thee; hut they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith
Jehovah, to deliver thee.”—Jeremiah 1:19.

In the morning after the riot and St. Paul’s rescue by the 
Roman soldiers, Colonel Lysias in perplexity called together 
the Jewish Sanhedrin, in order that they might pass upon 
the Apostle’s case; for by this time he had recognized that 
the point of dispute was a religious one, and that his duty 
was merely to preserve the peace. Thus St. Paul was afford­
ed another opportunity to witness the Gospel to the Jews—to 
their most learned body of men, their most influential Court 
of Seventy. Perhaps by this time the Apostle began to realize 
that his trying experiences were furnishing him with superior 
opportunities as a herald of the Gospel.

Looking back with the eye of faith, we can perceive that 
this is always so; that, as from the very first, the Lord is 
supervising his own work. But only in proportion as we 
know what constitutes the Lord’s work can we have and use 
the eye of faith. We must see that the divine program is 
not to attempt the conversion of the world at the present 
time, but to leave that work for the future, to be accom­
plished by Christ’s Millennial kingdom. We must see that 
during the present age his work is merely that of selecting, 
or electing,the church, to be his bride-consort in his king­
dom— hi« associate in the great work which will then be 
accomplished for the whole world.

As St. Paul realized the opportunity granted him of ad­
dressing the leaders of his nation, he sought to make wise 
use of it. Hence the earnestness of his countenance. “ Look­
ing steadfastly” at his audience, he began by reminding them 
of his faithfulness as a Jew. He had ever been a model 
citizen, never lawless. He addressed the Council as “breth­
ren,” thus putting himself on an equality with them, in 
respect to both religious zeal and general iearning. Indeed, 
it is quite generally supposed that at the time of the stoning 
of St. Stephen Saul of Tarsus—afterwards St. Paul—'was a 
member of the Sanhedrin.

“ SPEAK EVIL OF NO MAN”
The address which St. Paul had planned to deliver was 

interrupted by the high priest, who commanded those who 
stood by the Apostle to smite him on the mouth. This was 
a special mark of indignity and a protest against the words 
uttered. It is not unfair to assume that the high priest felt 
his own course in life especially condemned by St. Paul’s 
words; for, as the Master declared, “ the darkness hateth the 
light.” Josephus charges Ananias with having been a hypo­
critical grafter of the baser sort, but so crafty that the public 
in general esteemed him. Suddenly checked in his speech, the 
Apostle shouted, “God shall smite thee, thou whited wall.” 
The prophecy came true. Within two years Ananias was 
deposed. Within six years he met a horrible death, his own 
son being associated with his assassins, who drew Ananias 
from his hiding place in a sewer and slew him.

The term “ whited wall” was applied to ordinary graves, 
which were covered with a stone slab bearing the inscription. 
These were frequently whitewashed, so as to be easily dis­
cernible, lest any traveler should tread upon them and, accord­
ing to Jewish ritual, be defiled. (Numbers 19:11-16) The pure, 
glistening white stone was beautiful; but beneath it was cor­
ruption. The strength of the symbol as representing hypocrisy 
is manifest.

Some of the bystanders who heard the Apostle asked, 
“Revilest thou God’s high priest?” St. Paul rejoined, “ I wist 
not, brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, 
Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.” (Exo­
dus 22:28) It will be remembered that tile Apostle never 
fully recovered his eyesight after having been struck blind on

the way to Damascus. (Acts 9:8. 9) Of his imperfect vision, 
his “ thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10), the Lord 
refused to relieve him, but assured him that in compensation 
he should have the more of divine grace. This answer to lus 
prayer the Apostle gladly accepted. It is possible, therefore, 
that he did not discern the high priest, or else did not know 
that the indignity was suggested by Ananias.

A COMMON, BUT DANGEROUS PRACTICE
It is claimed by some that Ananias had usurped his office, 

and that hence the Apostle’s words may have meant that he 
did not recognize that the true high priest was present. The 
latter view is implied by the fact that St. Paul did not 
apologize for his words, but merely showed that he fully 
recognized the divine law that rulers should not be slandered.

This is a good rule for every one today. The tendency to 
speak evil of dignitaries, to belittle them, to caricature them, 
is a prevalent sin, which is doing much more to undermine 
good government than the fun-makers seem to realize. Un­
doubtedly there are times and ways for protesting against 
things and methods with which we do not fully agree. But 
the people of God should preeminently stand for law and 
order, with as much justice as may be attainable, waiting for 
absolute justice until the King of kings shall take his Millen­
nial Throne. His command to us meantime is that we “be 
subject to the powers that be,” and “ follow peace with all 
men,”  so far as possible.—Romans 13:1; Hebrews 12:14.

Incidentally we remark that some are disposed even to 
speak jestingly of the Lord and the Scriptures. This is a 
dangerous practice. “ The r e v e r e n c e  o f  the Lord is the be­
ginning of wisdom” ; and it must continue in us, and increase 
as the years go by, if we would make our calling and election 
sure to the glorious things which God has in reservation for 
them that love him and reverence him.—.Job 28:28; Psalm 
1 11 : 10.

ST. PAUL’ S READY TACT
This incident had interrupted in its beginning the hoped- 

for presentation of the Gospel. St. Paul perceived that the 
prejudice against him was such that no speech of his could 
affect his hearers; for they were dominated by the high priest, 
whose lack of justice had found so early a manifestation. 
Like a general who, finding his front attack useless, wheels 
his forces and, by a flank movement, captures the enemy, so 
St. Paul captured the sympathies of fully one-half of his 
auditors. At the same time he secured an opportunity for 
showing that the doctrine which he preached was the logical 
outcome of the faith of the large sect of Pharisees.

The Apostle did this by shouting, “ I am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee; and I am being persecuted because of my 
belief in the doctrine of the resurrection.” This statement was 
strictly true. The Word Pharisee signifies a person who pro­
fesses entire sanctification to God. St. Paul had never ceased 
to maintain this attitude. His experiences on the way to 
Damascus had changed his course of conduct, but not his 
attitude of heart, which from the first was loyal to God—“ in 
all good conscience.”

St. Paul well knew that the Sanhedrin was about equally 
divided between the ultra-orthodox, holiness-professing Phari­
sees and the agnostic, higher "critical Sadducees, who numbered 
amongst them many of the most prominent Jews, including 
priests. The effect of his shout was instantaneous. The 
Pharisees took his part as one who in some respects believed 
as they did, although they could not endorse all of his teach­
ings. As between the infidel Sadducees and out-of-the-way 
Pharisee, they promptly espoused the cause of the latter.
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A tumult ensued, some seeking to take the Apostle’-s life, 
and others endeavoring to protect him. Again Caesar’s sol­
diers needed to intervene between warring factions of the 
people of God. How sad a scene! How pitiable that those 
who possessed much advantage every way, as did the Jews 
under divine instruction, should so sadly neglect the lessons 
of the divine law in respect to justice and to one another’s 
rights, not to mention the divine instruction, “ Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself” ! (Leviticus 19:18) How pitiable 
it is that this is sometimes true of Christians possessed of still 
higher appreciation of the divine standards and under cove­
nant vows to lay down their lives for the brethren, and indeed 
exhorted that they cannot win the prize which they seek unless 
they reach the point of loving their enemies!

True, fisticuffs are not so popular today amongst civilized 
people. But cannot even greater cruelty be accomplished by 
the tongue than by the hand? Is it not true that even, 
amongst those who have named the name of Christ and who 
have taken upon themselves a consecration vow to do his will, 
many bite and devour one another under the influence of the 
spirit of the adversary— anger, malice, hatred, envy, strife? 
As we see these things, shall we not learn a valuable lesson, 
one which will enable us the better to glorify our Father in 
heaven ?

A CONSPIRACY EXPOSED AND TOILED
Back in safety to the castle, the Apostle doubtless won­

dered in what manner the Lord had been glorified bv this, his 
latest experience. Often it is thus with ourselves. But where 
we cannot trace the Lord’s providence and see the outcome, 
we have all the better opportunity for cultivating the faith 
which “can firmly trust him, come what may.”

Meanwhile, Colonel Lvsias was evidently learning that his 
prisoner was no common man; for one who could remain calm, 
alert, dignified, humble and self-possesseu, while his opponents 
were the reverse of all these, evidenced to an unprejudiced 
mind that he was probably in the right of the controversy. 
Tliis change of the Roman officer’s attitude toward St. Paul

was manifested in his kindly treatment of the Apostle’s 
nephew, who had brought word to his uncle that a band of 
forty men were plotting to take his life.

These conspirators, forty professed religionists, forgetful 
of the divine law, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” 
had bound themselves to each other by an oath that they 
wrould neither eat nor sleep until they had killed St. Paul—a 
man who had done them no harm, but who had, on the con­
trary, merely endeavored as wisely as possible to do them 
good. At tlie instance of his mother, who was the Apostle’s 
sister, the lad had gained access to the castle and had ex­
plained the plot to his uncle, who sent him to the com­
mandant. The latter took the boy bv the hand to a private 
place, heard his story and dismissed him, telling him to keep 
the matter quiet.

Perceiving that he was in conflict with at least one-half 
of Lie influential of Jewry, the commandant concluded that 
the wisest course for him to pursue would be to put his 
prisoner under the protection of Felix, the Roman Governor, 
at Caesarea. Accordingly, at 9 o’clock that very night, two 
hundred infantry, two hundred spearmen and seventy horse­
men took the Apostlp to new quarters, where as an ambassa­
dor in bonds he would have fresh opportunity for representing 
his great Master.

This study shows us that God prefers to use natural 
means rather than supernatural agencies; and that all of his 
children should be on the alert to serve his cause at any and 
every moment. Goa s purposes will be accomplished. But 
happy is he who is accounted worthy of the privilege of any 
service to the Lord or to the least of his brethren. Let us, 
then, be continually on the lookout, in an inquiring attitude 
of mind, desirous of knowing the mind of the Lord in every 
matter. As for the Apostle, doubtless he learned a lesson 
which we might all profitably consider; namely, that while 
having full confidence in the divine will, it is ours to protect 
reasonably and properly our lives and interests as well as 
those of others.

ST. PAUL BEFORE FELIX
FThis article was a reprint of that entitled “ A Conscience Void of Offense” published in issue of October 15, 1909, which

please see.]

I. B. S. A. CONSCRIPTS IN GREAT BRITAIN
The London Office W rttfs:-—

“ Measures taken by the Government during the present 
year have drawn all men of military age (18 to 41) into the 
Army, automatically, the onlv exceptions being those pre­
scribed bv the Act itself. Among these are Men of Holv 
Orders and regular Ministers of anv Religious Denomination. 
As some 160 of the Elders of various Ecclesias were affected 
bv this, we thought it wise and proper to see if they were not 
properly excepted from the Act. especially on account of the 
peed of their services in the Ecclesias. A test case, on a 
friendly basis, was arranged with the War Office and tried at 
Edinburgh on Monday (17th inst.), when the Crown was rep­
resented by counsel. The decision given bv the Court was 
entirelv in our favor, the Sheriff ruling that this Association 
is a properlv constituted Religious Institution, and that the 
Elders are Ministers within the meaning of the Act, and 
therefore properly excepted from the Act.

“We do not know, as yet. whether the War Office will 
rrouirp further proof before acknowledging our status, but we 
are corresponding with them as to this. If this matter is 
finally settled in our favor, we are hopeful that the Colpor­
teurs etc., will be granted a special concession as Lay Evan­
gelists and Agents of the Association.

“ At the present time those of our Brethren who have been
conscripted can be described as follows:

Doing work of a combative, character.......................... 0
Doing tvork of a non-combative character.................. 20
Imprisoned through failure to obey Military orders. 58 

Given work of National Importance apart from 
the Military, having satisfied the Tribunals of 
the genuineness of their conscientious objection. . 10.8 

“ Ouite a number have been medically reiected and a few
hive been given exemption on account of the important re­
ligious work they have on hand.

“ At the Court in Edinburgh quite a good witness was 
made. Brother Shearn was chief witness and he wras before 
the Court 1% hours, one-third of the time explaining wherein 
our teachings differ from those of the denominations. The 
Court seemed really interested as well as satisfied. The hand 
of the Lord was manifestly with us.”

DEATH SENTENCES COMMUTED— ALL SERENE
Boulogne, France.

Loving Christian Greeting to all the dear ones in Christ 
Jesus! We were “ read out” on Saturday last, and the ver­
dict you will he anxious to hpar is now public: “ Sentenced
to suffer death by being shot, but commuted to 10 years 
Penal Servitude.” We are still peaceful in the knowledge of 
our heavenly Father’s loving care, and are not too greatlv 
concerned, for have we not agreed to be faithful to the Lord, 
come what may? and we came out here in full reliance upon 
the Lord’s grace and prepared in the strength he supplies for 
anything he should deem good for us.

And now for the future: I suppose we shall see the inside
of a prison for a while; but as to whether we shall serve 
so long remains to be seen. I do not consider the sentence 
to be as big as it looks. They have to keep up appearances 
out here, you understand. I expect we shall leave here about 
Tuesday or Wednesday, so do not send any particular com­
munication after this reaches you.

We have had some, nice studies: Lot as a type of Great
Company, more of Psalm 89. and also Hebrews 7.

The way before us is uncertain, but wre have learned so 
much of the Lord’s care during the past few weeks that we 
are prepared to leave all in his hands. We have this con­
fidence, born of our Christian experience, particularly that of 
recent days, that he who is for us is more than all that can 
be against us. There is not the least doubt in our minds that 
if we trust him, we shall not be confounded, though storm 
and tempest may come. Oh, what a joy and peace this knowl­
edge brings to our souls! Here is another “ mystery of the 
kingdom.” Those with whom we have come in contact cannot 
understand our being so quiet and confident, when, as they 
say. the situation is so serious; and we do not murmur at 
our trials, because we count it a privilege to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake.

Continue to pray for us that we may come out of the fire 
purified and made white.

Love to all the dear brethren. (Romans 15:5-7)
R owland J ackson .
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ARMY'S CALL TO AN ENDINBURGH COLPORTEUR
BELIEFS OF THE I. B. S. A.

“ The plea that he was a regular minister of a religious 
denomination, and therefore not liable for service, was ad­
vanced on behalf of a young man named James Frederick 
Scott, residing at 2 Leslie Place, Stockbridge, and connected 
with the International Bible Students Association, who plead­
ed not guilty at Edinburgh Sheriff Court today before Sheriff- 
Substitute Orr to a charge of having failed to appear at the 
recruiting office wnen called up under the Military Service 
Act.

“ The Honorable Secretary of the I. B. S. A., Mr. H. J. 
Nliearn, examined by Mr. M’Laren, counsel for the defense, 
explained some of the work of the Association. Its meetings, 
he said, were open to the public, and they never took collec­
tions. To disseminate the Gospel and to establish Christians 
in churches for their spiritual education was the purpose of 
the Association’s centers for Bible study. There were about 
300 of these center.-, in Great Britain, of which there were 
about thirty- in Scotland. They- believed they were at present 
near the end of a dispensation, and so were not surprised that 
things in the world were disturbed now. Mr. Scott was an 
elder of the Edinburgh church, or center of the Association.

“Witness, cross-examined by Mr. Wark, advocate, said 
there were in Great Britain about 160 elder3 of military age. 
There was adult baptism, not baptism of infants.

"Replying to the Sheriff, the witness said that members 
of the Association did not believe many things believed by 
other denominations. Members of the Association did not 
believe that the conversion of the world had commenced. 
Rather did they believe that God was gathering out now those 
who would deal with the world later on as Abraham’s true

sons. They did not understand that the human family was to 
share with God a heavenly home. They understood that man’s 
future home was the earth, made glorious, and man restored 
to the perfection lost through Adam’s transgression. They did 
not believe in the immortality of the soul, but they did believe 
in the resurrection of the just and unjust. They looked upon 
their elders as regular ministers set apart for the spiritual 
instruction of members.

“ When the accused entered the witness-box he told the 
Court that he was twenty-five years of age, and unmarried. 
He joined the I. B. S. A. at Dundee in 1909, and was an 
elder of the Edinburgh church, a post for which he received 
no payment. He made his living as a colporteur for the 
Association, and his pay was the profits on the sale of litera­
ture. The duties of an elder in the Edinburgh church of 
the Association were to minister to the spiritual needs of the 
church, to conduct public and private meetings, and to assist 
members to a proper understanding of the Word of God. They 
had to attend to the sacraments, oaptisms, and the Lord's 
Supper, and visit the sick.

“He himself had taken part in a baptismal service in tne 
Dairy Baths. He was one of the two elders who took part, 
and about a dozen people were baptized. He had also taken 
part in communion services, but he had not officiated at a 
marriage or a funeral.

“Amongst other evidence put forward on behalf of the 
accused was that of a Patrick man, who was married by an 
elder of the Association, and the latter’s signature was accept­
ed by the Registrar-General as that of a ‘regular minister.’

“ The Sheriff held that accused came under the exception 
provided by the Act, and found him not guilty of the charge.” 
—Evening Dispatch.

INTERESTING LETTERS
WHEN DIVORCED PEOPLE ARE FREE TO MARRY

Dear Brother R ussell: —
I am well aware that Volume VI., Studies in the Scrip­

tures, seems to touch evory phase of the experiences, diffi­
culties and proper course of action of the Lord’s people of 
the new creation; nevertheless, a question has arisen which 
is causing some perplexity in our class and threatens a divi­
sion. A brother and a sister, members of our class, have 
always enjoyed our fellowship, until now it is learned that the 
sister was previously married, and that her first husband is 
still living and has remarried.

Some of our class desire to disfellowship this brother and 
sister and to forbid their attendance at the meetings. The 
main contention is based upon the words of Jesus in Matthew 
19:9— “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery; 
and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery.” In the case mentioned it is claimed that the sis­
ter’s first husband had been guilty of adultery; but others 
claim that this would not release her for remarriage; for 
Jesus said that whosoever marrieth a divorced woman 
(whether properly divorced or not) would be committing 
adultery. Please give us a little more light on these points.

Very truly your Brother, --------- .
TThe class is evidently making a mistake in allowing the 

matter here presented to cause any division or disturbance. 
In any event they would seem to have no ground for for­
bidding attendance at meeting. The very most they might 
vote would be to withdraw fellowship and include in this a 
refusal to visit at their home or to invite them to the homes 
of the class—the class declining also to appoint the brother 
to any office, such as deacon or elder. As for refusing them 
the privilege of attending public meeting, that would lie very 
inconsistent; for surely all kinds of people living in all kinds 
of sin come occasionally to meetings, and we hope that by 
coming they may be benefited and recovered.

In this case, where it is admitted that adultery was the 
basis of divorce and that the fault was with the husband, it 
plainly comes within the exception mentioned by our Lord— 
“ except for adultery.”  Besides, if that had not been originally 
the cause of the separation, the fact that the former husband 
had remarried signifies that he had considered the marriage 
tie broken; and therefore the first wife was released from its 
obligation. Evidently the sister whose case you cite has both 
of these proofs on her side and had every right, therefore, to 
have married, if she thought that the wisest and proper thing 
to do.

It is not supposable that our Lord meant merely a separa­

tion between husband and wife; for St. Paul counsels that 
if the unbeliever depart, let him depart—do not consider it a 
hardship, but rather take it as a blessing. He docs not say 
that the departing of the husband or wife would be a divorce. 
A divorce is a full breaking of the original marriage contract. 
Jesus was criticizing the too slack observance of the marriage 
tie, and condemning it. He declared that the marriage con­
tract could not be fully broken except by adultery.

In our day these matters are regulated by courts. Very 
properly, Bible students govern themselves additionally by the 
Word of God. The fact that a court would grant a divorce 
would not by a Bible student be considered liberation from 
the marriage bonds, unless upon the one ground which the 
Master specified. But a court divorce is to be respected when 
it is backed by the condition of adultery— or backed by a 
second marriage of the separated one.]

CHANGED ATTITUDE TOWARD SPIRITISM
Dear Sir s :—

I am obliged for your book on Spiritism and several papers 
on this and other subjects. Since writing you, I have gotten 
in touch with your branch at Lancaster Gate, London, and 
have purchased from them twelve booklets and the first 
volume of your Series, The Divine Plan of the A ges, besides 
matter on other subjects of interest. Owing to delay in 
foreign money orders, I will continue to get books from your 
London branch.

I have now carefully read your book on Spiritism , and 
can say that I agree with it entirely. I find your explanations 
in accord with reason and also my eight years’ investigation of 
“ Modern Spiritism,” with w-hich I am not now connected.

Through your Spiritism  book my wife and I have changed 
our attitude toward Spiritism. We were developing very 
quickly, and my wife was a clairaudient, clairvoyant and 
trance medium, while she appeared to have materialistic 
faculties. I had not developed far, but was likely to become 
a trance medium and had several experiences and was con­
scious of presences in normal times.

I think your book not at all overdrawn, and believe Spirit­
ism is demoralizing, anti-Christian and the effort and work 
of demon spirits.

Your Spirtism  book has enlightened me on many things 
I could not quite see through, and though an investigator 
I was not blind to everything that went on around me, as 
are most of the attendants at “ circles.”

I have sent several of your books to friends whom I had 
interested in Spiritism and shall send to others in due time.

Yours faithfully, Ernest E. N oble.—England.
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